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FELINE POLYNUCLEOTIDE VACCINE FORMULA 

The present invention relates to a vaccine formula allowing the vaccination of cats 
against a number of pathologies. It also relates to a corresponding method of vaccination. 

Associations of vaccines against certain canine viruses have already been proposed in 

the past. 

The associations developed so far were prepared from inactivated vaccines or live 
vaccines and, optionally, from mixtures of such vaccines. Their development raises problems of 
compatibility between valencies and of stability. It is indeed necessary to ensure both the 
compatibility between the different vaccine valencies, whether from the point of view of the 
different antigens used or from the point of view of the formulations themselves, especially in 
the case where both inactivated vaccines and live vaccines are combined. The problem of the 
conservation of such combined vaccines and of their safety especially in the presence of an 
adjuvant also exists. These vaccines are in general quite expensive. 

Patent Applications WO-A-90 11092, WO-A-93 19183, WO-A-94 21797 and WO-A- 
95 20660 have made use of the recently developed technique of polynucleotide vaccines. It is 
known that these vaccines use a plasmid capable of expressing, in the host cells, the antigen 
inserted into the plasmid. All routes of administration have been proposed (intraperitoneal, 
intravenous, intramuscular, transcutaneous, intradermal, mucosal and the like). Various 
vaccination means can also be used, such as DNA deposited at the surface of gold particles and 
projected so as to penetrate into the animals' skin (Tang et al., Nature 356, 152-154, 1992) and 
liquid jet injectors which make it possible to transfect at the same time the skin, the muscle, the 
fatty tissues and the mammary tissues (Furth et al, Analytical Biochemistry, 205, 365-368, 
1992). 

Polynucleotide vaccines may also use naked DNAs as well as DNAs formulated, for 
example, inside cationic lipids or liposomes. 

The invention therefore proposes to provide a multivalent vaccine formula that makes 
possible to ensure vaccination against a number of feline pathogenic viruses. 



WO 98/03660 



PCT/FR97/01315 



Another objective of the invention is to provide such a vaccine formula combining 
different valencies while exhibiting all the criteria required for mutual compatibility and stability 
of the valencies. 

Another objective of the invention is to provide such a vaccine formula which makes it 
possible to combine different valencies in the same vehicle. 

Another objective of the invention is to provide such a vaccine which is easy and 
inexpensive to use. 

Yet another objective of the invention is to provide a method for vaccinating cats 
allowing protection, including multivalent protection, with a high level of efficiency and of long 
duration, as well as good safety. 

The subject of the present invention is therefore a vaccine formula intended for cats, 
comprising at least three polynucleotide vaccine valencies each comprising an integrating 
plasmid, so as to express it in vivo in the host cells, a gene of a feline pathogen valency, these 
valencies being selected from the group consisting of feline leukaemia virus (FeLV), 
panleukopenia virus (FPV), infectious peritonitis virus (FIPV), coryza virus (FHV), calicivirosis 
virus (FCV), feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) and possibly rabies virus (rhabdovirus), the 
plasmids comprising, for each valency, one or more of the genes selected from the group 
consisting of env and gag/pol for the feline leukaemia, VP2 for the panleukopenia, modified S 
(or S*) and M for the infectious peritonitis, gB and gD for the coryza, capsid for the calicivirosis, 
env and gag/pro for the feline immunodeficiency and G for the rabies. 

Valency in the present invention is understood to mean at least one antigen providing 
protection against the virus of the pathogen considered, wherein the valency may contain, as 
subvalency, one or more modified or natural genes from one or more strains of the pathogen 
considered. 

Gene of a pathogenic agent is understood to mean not only the whole gene but also the 
various nucleotide sequences, including fragments which retain the ability to induce a protective 
response. The term gene encompasses nucleotide sequences equivalent to those precisely 
described in the examples, i.e. the sequences which are different but which encode the same 
protein. It also encompasses the nucleotide sequences of other strains of the pathogen 
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considered, providing a cross-protection or a protection specific for a strain or for a strain group. 
It also encompasses the nucleotide sequences which have been modified in order to facilitate the 
in vivo expression by the host animal but which encode the same protein. 

Preferably, the vaccine formula according to the invention comprises the panleukopenia, 
coryza and calicivirosis valencies. 

It will be possible to add the feline leukaemia, feline immunodeficiency and/or 
infectious peritonitis valencies. 

As far as the coryza valency is concerned, it is preferable to use the two genes coding 
for gB and gD integrated in different plasmids or in a single plasmid, or to use either of these 
genes. 

For the feline leukaemia valency, use is preferably made of the two env and gag/pol 
genes integrated into two different plasmids or into a single plasmid, or the env gene alone. 

For the feline immunodeficiency valency, use will preferably be made of the two env 
and gag/pro genes in different plasmids or in a single plasmid, or only one of these genes. Still 
more preferably, the FeLV-A env gene and the FeLV-A and FeLV-B env genes are used. 

For the infectious peritonitis valency, use is preferably made of the two M and modified 
S genes together in two different plasmids or in a single plasmid, or either of these genes. S will 
be modified in order to inactivate the major facilitating epitopes, preferably according to the 
teaching of Patent PCT/FR95/01 128. 

The vaccine formula according to the invention can be presented in a dose volume of 
between 0.1 and 3 ml and in particular between 0.5 and 1 ml. 

The dose will be generally between 10 ng and 1 mg, preferably between 100 ng and 
500 jag and still more preferably between 1 jag and 250 |ig per plasmid type. 

Use will preferably be made of naked plasmids simply placed in the vaccination vehicle 
which will be, in general, physiological saline (0.9% NaCl), ultrapure water, TE buffer and the 
like. All the polynucleotide vaccine forms described in the prior art can of course be used. 

Each plasmid comprises a promoter capable of ensuring the expression into the host 
cells of the gene inserted, under its control. This will be in general a strong eukaryotic promoter 
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and in particular a cytomegalovirus early CMV-EE promoter of human or murine origin, or 
optionally of another origin such as rats, pigs and guinea pigs. 

More generally, the promoter may be either of viral origin or of cellular origin. As viral 
promoter, there may be mentioned the SV40 virus early or late promoter or the Rous sarcoma 
virus LTR promoter. It may also be a promoter from the virus from which the gene is derived, 
for example the gene's own promoter. 

As cellular promoter, there may be mentioned the promoter of a cytoskeleton gene, such 
as for example the desmin promoter (Bolmont et al, Journal of Submicroscopic Cytology and 
Pathology, 1990, 22, 1 17-122; and Zhenlin et al, Gene, 1989, 78, 243-254), or alternatively the 
actin promoter. 

When several genes are present in the same plasmid, these may be presented in the same 
transcription unit or in two different units. 

The combination of the different vaccine valencies according to the invention may 
preferably be achieved by mixing the polynucleotide plasmids expressing the antigen(s) of each 
valency, but it is also possible to have the same plasmid express antigens of several valencies. 

The subject of the invention is also monovalent vaccine formulae comprising one or 
more plasmids encoding one or more genes from one of the viruses cited above, the genes being 
those described above. Besides their monovalent character, these formulae may possess the 
characteristics stated above regarding the choice of the genes, their combinations, the 
composition of the plasmids, the dose volumes, the doses and the like. 

The monovalent vaccine formulae may also be used (i) for the preparation of a 
polyvalent vaccine formula as described above, (ii) individually against the actual pathology, (iii) 
combined with a vaccine of another type (live or inactivated whole, recombinant, subunit) 
against another pathology, or (iv) as booster for a vaccine as described below. 

The subject of the present invention is in fact also the use of one or more plasmids 
according to the invention for the manufacture of a vaccine intended to vaccinate cats primo- 
vaccinated by means of a first conventional vaccine (monovalent or multivalent) as known in the 
prior art, in particular, selected from the group consisting of a live whole vaccine, an inactivated 
whole vaccine, a subunit vaccine, a recombinant vaccine, this first vaccine having (i.e., 
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containing or capable of expressing) the antigen(s) encoded by the plasmid(s) or antigen(s) 
providing cross-protection. 

Remarkably, the polynucleotide vaccine has a potent booster effect which results in an 
amplification of the immune response and the acquisition of a long-lasting immunity. 

In general, the primo-vaccination vaccines can be selected from commercial vaccines 
available from various veterinary vaccine producers. 

The subject of the invention is also a vaccination kit assembling together a primo- 
vaccination vaccine as described above and a vaccine formula according to the invention for the 
booster. It also relates to a vaccine formula according to the invention accompanied by a notice 
indicating the use of this formula as a booster for a primo-vaccination as described above. 

The subject of the present invention is also a method for vaccinating cats, comprising 
the administration of an effective vaccine formula as described above. This vaccination method 
comprises the administration of one or more doses of the vaccine formula, wherein these doses 
can be administered successively over a short period of time and/or i successively at widely 
spaced intervals. 

The vaccine formulae according to the invention can be administered in the context of 
this method of vaccination, by different routes of administration proposed in the prior art for 
polynucleotide vaccination and by means of known techniques of administration. 

The subject of the invention is also a method of vaccination consisting in performing a 
primo-vaccination as described above and a booster with a vaccine formula according to the 
invention. 

In a preferred embodiment of the process according to the invention, in a first instance, 
an animal is administered an effective dose of the vaccine of the conventional, especially 
inactivated, live, attenuated or recombinant, type, or alternatively a subunit vaccine, so as to 
provide a primo-vaccination, and, after a period preferably of 2 to 6 weeks, is administered the 
polyvalent or monovalent vaccine according to the invention. 

The efficiency of presentation of the antigens to the immune system varies according to 
the tissues. In particular, the mucous membranes of the respiratory track serve as barriers to the 
entry of pathogens and are associated with lymphoid tissues which support local immunity. 
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Administration of a vaccine by contact with the mucous membranes, in particular the buccal 
mucous membrane, the pharyngeal mucous membrane and the mucous membrane of the 
bronchial region, is of great interest for the vaccination against respiratory and digestive 
pathologies. 

Consequently, administration using the mucosal routes is a preferred mode of 
administration for the invention, using in particular nebulization or spray or drinking water. It 
will be possible to apply the vaccine formulae and the vaccination methods according to the 
invention in this context. 

The invention also relates to a method of preparing the vaccine formulae, namely the 
preparation of the valencies and mixtures thereof, as evident from this description. 

The invention will now be described in greater detail with the aid of the embodiments of 
the invention taken with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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EXAMPLES 

Example 1: Culture of the Viruses 

The viruses are cultured on the appropriate cellular system until a cytopathic effect is obtained. 
The cellular systems to be used for each virus are well known to persons skilled in the art. 
Briefly, the cells sensitive to the virus used, cultured in Eagle's minimum essential medium 
(MEM medium) or another appropriate medium, are inoculated with the viral strain studied using 
a multiplicity of infection of 1. The infected cells are then incubated at 37°C. for a time 
necessary for the appearance of a complete cytopathic effect (on average 36 hours). 

Example 2: Extraction of the Viral Genomic DNAs 

After culture, the supernatant and the lysed cells are harvested and the entire viral suspension is 
centrifuged at 1000 g for 10 minutes at +4°C so as to remove the cellular debris. The viral 
particles are then harvested by ultracentrifugation at 400,000 g for 1 hour at +4°C. The pellet is 
taken up in a minimum volume of buffer (10 mM Tris, 1 mM EDTA). This concentrated viral 
suspension is treated with proteinase K (100 |ag/ml final) in the presence of sodium dodecyl 
sulphate (SDS) (0.5% final) for 2 hours at 37°C. The viral DNA is then extracted with a mixture 
of phenol/chloroform and then precipitated with 2 volumes of absolute ethanol. After leaving the 
sample overnight at -20°C, the DNA is centrifuged at 10,000 g for 15 minutes at +4°C. The DNA 
pellet is dried and then taken up in a minimum volume of sterile ultrapure water. It can then be 
digested with restriction enzymes. 

Example 3: Isolation of the Viral Genamic RNAs 

The RNA viruses were purified according to techniques well known to one skilled in the art. The 
genomic viral RNA of each virus was then isolated using the "guanidium thiocyanate/phenol- 
chloroform" extraction technique described by P. Chomczynski and N. Sacchi (Anal. Biochem., 
1987, 162, 156-159). 

Example 4: Molecular Biology Techniques 

All the constructions of plasmids were carried out using standard molecular biology techniques 
described by J. Sambrook et al. (Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual, 2nd Edition, Cold 
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Spring Harbor Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y., 1989). All the restriction fragments used 
for the present invention were isolated using the "Geneclean" kit (BIO 101 Lie. La Jo 11a, Calif.). 

Example 5: RT-PCR Technique 

Specific oligonucleotides (comprising restriction sites at their 5' ends to facilitate the cloning of 
the amplified fragments) were synthesized such that they completely cover the coding regions of 
the genes to be amplified (see specific examples). The reverse transcription (RT) reaction and 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) were carried out according to standard techniques (Sambrook 
J. et al., 1989). Each RT-PCR reaction was performed with a pair of specific amplimers and 
using, as template, the extracted viral genomic RNA. The complementary DNA amplified was 
extracted with phenol/chloroform/isoamyl alcohol (25:24:1) before being digested with 
restriction enzymes. 

Example 6: Plasmid pVR1012 

The plasmid pVR1012 (Figure No. 1) was obtained from Vical Inc., San Diego, Calif., USA. Its 
construction has been described in J. Hartikka et al. (Human Gene Therapy, 1996, 7, 1205-1217). 

Example 7: Construction of the Plasmid pPB179 (FeLV-A Virus Env Gene) 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with 
feline leukaemia virus (FeLV-A) (Glasgow- 1 strain) genomic RNA (M. Stewart et al. J. Virol. 
1986. 58. 825-834), prepared according to the technique described in Example 3, and with the 
following oligonucleotides: 

PB247 (29 mer) (SEQ ID No. 1) 
5'TTTGTCGACCATGGAAAGTCCAACGCACC3' 

PB249 (28 mer) (SEQ ID No. 2) 
5TTTGGATCCTCATGGTCGGTCCGGATCG3' 

so as to amplify a 1947 bp fragment containing the gene encoding the Env glycoprotein from the 
FeLV-A virus (Glasgow-1 strain) in the form of a Sall-BamHI fragment. After purification, the 
RT-PCR product was digested with Sail and BamHI in order to give a 1935 bp Sall-BamHI 
fragment. 
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This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with Sail 
and BamHI, to give the plasmid pPB179 (6804 bp) (Figure No. 2). 

Example 8: Construction of the Plasmid pPB180 (FeLV-S Virus Env Gene) 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with 
feline leukaemia virus (FeLV-B subtype) genomic RNA, prepared according to the technique 
described in Example 3, and with the following oligonucleotides: 

PB281 (29 mer) (SEQ ID No. 3) 
5TTTGTCGACATGGAAGGTCCAACGCACCC3' 

PB282 (32 mer) (SEQ ID No. 4) 

5TTGGATCCTCATGGTCGGTCCGGATCATATTG3' 

so as to amplify a 2005 bp fragment containing the gene encoding the Env glycoprotein from the 
FeLV-B virus (Figure No. 3 and SEQ ID No. 5) in the form of a Sall-BamHI fragment. After 
purification, the RT-PCR product was digested with Sail and BamHI in order to give a 1995 bp 
Sall-BamHI fragment. 

This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with Sail 
and BamHI, to give the plasmid pPB180 (6863 bp) (Figure No. 4). 

Example 9: Construction of the Plasmid pPB181 (FeLV gag/pol gene) 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with the 
feline leukaemia virus (FeLV-A subtype) (Glasgow- 1 strain) genomic RNA, prepared according 
to the technique described in Example 3, and with the following oligonucleotides: 

PB283 (33 mer) (SEQ ID No. 6) 

5TTGTCGACATGTCTGGAGCCTCTAGTGGGACAG3' 
PB284 (42 mer) (SEQ ID No. 7) 

5TTGGATCCTTATTTAATTACTGCAGTTCCAAGGAACTCTC3' 

so as to amplify a 3049 bp fragment containing the sequence encoding the Gag protein and the 5' 
part of the sequence encoding the Pol protein from the FeLV-A virus (Glasgow- 1 strain) (Figure 
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No. 5 and SEQ ID No. 8) in the form of a Sall-BamHI fragment. After purification, the RT-PCR 
product was digested with Sail and BamHI to give a 3039 bp Sall-BamHI fragment. 

This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with Sail 
and BamHI, to give the plasmid pPB181 (7908 bp) (Figure No. 6). 

Example 10: Construction of the Plasmid pAB009 (FPV VP2 gene) 

A PCR reaction was carried out with the feline panleukopaenia virus (193 strain) genomic DNA 
(J. Martyn et al, J. Gen. Virol. 1990, 71. 2747-2753), prepared according to the technique of 
Example 2, and with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB021 (34 mer) (SEQ ID No. 9) 

5 'TGCTCT AGAGC AATGAGTGATGGAAGC AGTTC AAC3 ' 
AB024 (33 mer) (SEQ ID No. 10) 

5 'CGCGGATCC ATTAAT AT AATTTTCT AGGTGCT A3 ' 

so as to amplify a 1776 bp fragment containing the gene encoding the FPV VP2 capsid protein. 
After purification, the PCR product was digested with Xbal and BamHI in order to give a 1764 
bp Xbal-BamHI fragment. 

This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with Xbal 
and BamHI, to give the plasmid pAB009 (6664 bp) (Figure No. 7). 

Example 11: Construction of the Plasmid pAB053 (FIPV S* gene) 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with the 
feline infectious peritonitis (FIP) virus (79-1 146 strain) genomic RNA (R. de Groot et al, J. Gen. 
Virol. 1987. 68. 2639-2646), prepared according to the technique described in Example 3, and 
with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB103 (38 mer) (SEQ ID No. 1 1) 

5'ATAAGAATGCGGCCGCATGATTGTGCTCGTAACTTGCC3' 

AB1 12 (25 mer) (SEQ ID No. 12) 
5'CGTACATGTGGAATTCCACTGGTTG3' 
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so as to amplify the sequence of the 5' part of the gene encoding the virus S glycoprotein in the 
form of an Notl-EcoRI fragment. After purification, the 492 bp RT-PCR product was digested 
with NotI and EcoRI in order to liberate a 467 bp Notl-EcoRI fragment (fragment A). 
The plasmid pJCA089 (Patent Application PCT/FR95/01 128) was digested with EcoRI and Spel 
in order to liberate a 3378 bp fragment containing the central part of the gene encoding the FIP 
virus modified S glycoprotein (fragment B). 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with the 
FIP virus (79-1146 strain) genomic RNA, prepared according to the technique described in 
Example 3, and with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB1 13 (25 mer) (SEQ ID No. 13) 
5AGAGTTGCAACTAGTTCTGATTTTG3' 

AB104 (37 mer) (SEQ ID No. 14) 

5ATAAGAATGCGGCCGCTTAGTGGACATGCACTTTTTC3' 

so as to amplify the sequence of the 3' part of the gene encoding the FIP virus S glycoprotein in 
the form of an Spel-NotI fragment. After purification, the 543 bp RT-PCR product was digested 
with Spel and NotI in order to liberate a 519 bp Spel-NotI fragment (fragment C). 
Fragments A, B and C were then ligated together into the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), 
previously digested with NotI, to give the plasmid pAB053 (9282 bp), which contains the 
modified S gene in the correct orientation relative to the promoter (Figure No. 8). 

Example 12: Construction of the Plasmid pAB052 (FIPV M gene) 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with the 
feline infectious peritonitis (FIP) virus (79-1146 strain) genomic RNA (H. Vennema et al., 
Virology. 1991, 181. 327-335), prepared according to the technique described in Example 3, and 
with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB101 (37 mer) (SEQ ID No. 15) 

5ACGCGTCGACCCACCATGAAGTACATTTTGCTAATAC3' 
AB102 (36 mer) (SEQ ID No. 16) 

5'CGCGGATCCTTACACCATATGTAATAATTTTTCATG3' 



WO 98/03660 



PCT/FR97/01315 



so as to precisely isolate the gene encoding the FIP virus M glycoprotein in the form of a Sall- 
BamHI fragment. After purification, the 812 bp RT-PCR product was digested with Sail and 
BamHI in order to liberate a 799 bp Sall-BamHI fragment. This fragment was then ligated into 
the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with Sail and BamHI, to give the plasmid 
pAB052 (5668 bp) (Figure No. 9). 

Example 13: Construction of the Plasmid pAB056 (FIPV N gene) 

An RT-PCP reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with the 
feline infectious peritonitis (FIP) virus (79-1146 strain) genomic RNA (H. Vennema et ail, 
Virology. 1991, 181. 327-335), prepared according to the technique described in Example 3, and 
with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB106 (35 mer) SEQ ID No. 17) 

5'ACGCGTCGACGCCCTGGCCACACAGGGACAACGCG3' 
AB107 (36 mer) (SEQ ID No. 18) 

5'CGCGGATCCTTAGTCGTAACCTCATCAATCATCTC3' 

so as to precisely isolate the gene encoding the FIP virus N protein in the form of a Sall-BamHI 
fragment. After purification, the 1 156 bp RT-PCR product was digested with Sail and BamHI in 
order to liberate a 1143 bp Sall-BamHI fragment. This fragment was then ligated into the vector 
pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with Sail and BamHI, to give the plasmid pAB056 
(6011 bp) (Figure No. 10). 

Example 14: Construction of the Plasma pAB028 (FEV gB gene) 

A PCR reaction was carried out with the feline herpesvirus (FHV-1) (C27 strain) genomic DNA 
(S. Spatz et al. Virology. 1993. 197. 125-36) prepared according to the technique of Example 2, 
and with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB061 (36 mer) (SEQ ID No. 19) 

5'AAAACTGCAGAATCATGTCCACTCGTGGCGATCTTG3' 
AB064 (40 mer) (SEQ ID No. 20) 

5'ATAAGAATGCGGCCCCTTAGACAAGATTTGTTTCAGTATC3' 
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so as to amplify a 2856 bp fragment containing the gene encoding the FHV-1 virus gB 
glycoprotein in the form of a Pstl-NotI fragment. After purification, the PCR product was 
digested with PstI and NotI to give a 2823 bp Pstl-NotI fragment. 

This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with PstI 
and NotI, to give the plasmid pAB028 (7720 bp) (Figure No. 1 1). 

Example 15: Construction of the Plasmid pAB029 (FHV gD gene) 

A PCR reaction was carried out with the feline herpesvirus (FHV-1) (C-27 strain) genomic DNA 
(S. Spatz et al. J. Gen. Virol. 1994. 75. 1235-1244), prepared according to the technique 
described in Example 2 and with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB065 (36 mer) (SEQ ID No. 21) 

5 'AAAACTGC AGCC ATGATG AC ACGTCT ACATTTTTG3 ' 
AB066 (33 mer) (SEQ ID No. 22) 

5'GGAAGATCTTTAAGGATGGTGAGTTGTATGTAT3' 

so as to amplify the gene encoding the FHV-1 virus gD glycoprotein in the form of a Pstl-Bglll 
fragment. After purification, the 1 147 bp PCR product was digested with PstI and Bglll in order 
to isolate a 1129 bp Pstl-Bglll fragment. This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 
(Example 6), previously digested with PstI and Bglll, to give the plasmid pAB029 (5982 bp) 
(Figure No. 12). 

Example 16: Construction of the Plasmid pABOlO (FCV C gene) 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with the 
feline calicivirus (FCV) (F9 strain) genomic RNA (M. Carter et al. Virology. 1992. 190. 443- 
448), prepared according to the technique described in Example 3, and with the following 
oligonucleotides: 

AB025 (33 mer) (SEQ ID No. 23) 

5'ACGCGTCGACGCATCTGCTCAACCTGCGCTAAC3' 

AB026 (3 1 mer) (SEQ ID No. 24) 

5 'CGCGGATCCTCAT AACTTAGTC ATGGGACTC3 ' 
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so as to isolate the gene encoding the FCV virus capsid protein in the form of a Sall-BamHI 
fragment. After purification, the 2042 bp RT-PCR product was digested with Sail and BamHI in 
order to isolate a 2029 bp Sall-BamHI fragment. This fragment was ligated with the vector 
PVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with Sail and BamHI, to give the plasmid pABOlO 
(6892 bp) (Figure No. 13). 

Example 17: Construction of the Plasmid pAB030 (FIV env gene) 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique of Example 5 was carried out with the feline 
immunodeficiency virus (FIV) (Petaluma strain) genomic RNA (R. Olmstec. et al. Proc. Natl. 
Acad. Sci. USA. 1989. 86. 8083-8096), prepared according to the technique of Example 3, and 
with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB067 (36 mer) (SEQ ID No. 25) 

5 ' AAAACTGC AGAAGGAATGGC AG AAGG ATTTGC AGCC3 ' 
AB070 (36 mer) (SEQ ID No. 26) 

5 'CGCGGATCCTC ATTCCTCCTCTTTTTC AGAC ATGCC3 ' 

so as to amplify a 2592 bp fragment containing the gene encoding the Env glycoprotein from the 
FIV virus (Petaluma strain) in the form of a Pstl-BamHI fragment. After purification, the RT- 
PCR product was digested with PstI and BamHI to give a 2575 bp Pstl-BamHI fragment. 

This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with PstI 
and BamHI, to give the plasmid pAB030 (7436 bp) (Figure No. 14). 

Example 18: Construction of the Plasmid pAB083 (FIV gag/pro gene) 

An RT-PCR reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with the 
feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) (Petaluma strain) genomic RNA (R. Olmsted et al. Proc. 
Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 1989. 86. 8088-8096), prepared according to the technique described in 
Example 3, and with the following oligonucleotides: 

AB154 (32 mer) (SEQ ID No. 27) 

5'ACGCGTCGACATGGGGAATGGACAGGGGCGAG3' 
AB155 (33 mer) (SEQ ID No. 28) 
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5TGAAGATCTTCACTCATCCCCTTCAGGAAGAGC3' 

so as to amplify a 4635 bp fragment containing the gene encoding the Gag and Pro proteins from 
the FIV virus (Petaluma strain) in the form of a Sall-Bglll fragment. After purification, the RT- 
PCR product was digested with Sail and Bglll to give a 4622 bp Sall-Bglll fragment. 

This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 (Example 6), previously digested with Sail 
and Bglll, to give the plasmid pAB083 (7436 bp) (Figure No. 15). 

Example 19: Construction of the Plasmid pAB041 (rabies virus G gene) 

An RT-PC'R reaction according to the technique described in Example 5 was carried out with the 
rabies virus (ERA strain) genomic RNA (A. Anilionis et al. Nature. 1981. 294. 275-278), 
prepared according to the technique described in Example 3, and with the following 
oligonucleotides: 

AB01 1 (33 mer) (SEQ ID No. 29) 

5'AAAACTGCAGAGATGGTTCCTCAGGCTCTCCTG3' 
AB012 (34 mer) (SEQ ID No. 30) 

5'CGCGGATCCTCACACTCTGGTCTCACCCCCACTC3' 

so as to amplify a 1589 bp fragment containing the gene encoding the rabies virus G 
glycoprotein. After purification, the RT-PCR product was digested with PstI and BamHI to give 
a 1578 bp Pstl-BamHI fragment. This fragment was ligated with the vector pVR1012 (Example 
6), previously digested with PstI and BamHI, to give the plasmid pAB041 (6437 bp) (Figure No. 
16). 

Example 20: Production and Purification of the Plasmids 

For the preparation of the plasmids intended for the vaccination of animals, any technique may 
be used that allows for obtaining a suspension of purified plasmids predominantly in the 
supercoiled form. These techniques are well known to one skilled in the art. There may be 
mentioned in particular the alkaline lysis technique followed by two successive 
ultracentrifugations on a caesium chloride gradient in the presence of ethidium bromide as 
described in J. Sambrook et al. (Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual, 2nd edition, Cold 
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Spring Harbor Laboratory, Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y., 1989). Reference may also be made to 
Patent Applications PCX WO 95/21250 and PCT WO 96/02658 which describe methods for 
producing, on an industrial scale, plasmids which can be used for vaccination. For the purposes 
of the manufacture of vaccines (see Example 17), the purified plasmids are resuspended so as to 
obtain solutions at a high concentration (>2 mg/ml) which are compatible with storage. To do so, 
the plasmids are resuspended either in ultrapure water or in TE buffer (10 mM Tris-HCl; 1 mM 
EDTA, pH 8.0). 

Example 21: Manufacture of the Associated Vaccines 

The various plasmids necessary for the manufacture of an associated vaccine are mixed using 
their concentrated solutions (Example 16). The mixtures are prepared such that the final 
concentration of each plasmid corresponds to the effective dose of each plasmid. The solutions 
which can be used to adjust the final concentration of the vaccine may be either a 0.9% NaCl 
solution, or PBS buffer. 

Specific formulations such as liposomes, cationic lipids, may also be used for the manufacture of 
the vaccines. 

Example 22: Vaccination of Cats 

The cats are vaccinated with doses of 10 ug, 50 jj,g or 250 ug per plasmid. 

The injections are performed with a needle using the intramuscular route. In that case, the 

vaccinal doses are administered in a volume of 1 ml. 

The injections can also be performed with a needle using the intradermal route. In that case, the 
vaccinal doses are administered in a total volume of 1 ml administered in 10 injections of 0.1 ml 
or at 20 injections of 0.05 ml. The intradermal administrations are performed after shaving the 
skin (thoracic flank in general) or at the level of a relatively glabrous anatomical region, for 
example the inner surface of the thigh. 

A liquid jet injection apparatus (with no needle) can also be used for the intradermal injections. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Vaccine formula intended for cats, comprising at least three polynucleotide 
vaccine valencies each comprising an integrating plasmid, so as to express in vivo in the host 
cells, a gene of a feline pathogen valency, these valencies being selected from the group 
consisting of feline leukaemia virus, panleukopenia virus, infectious peritonitis virus, coryza 
virus, calicivirosis virus, feline immunodeficiency virus and possibly rabies virus, the plasmids 
comprising, for each valency, one or more of the genes selected from the group consisting of env 
and gag for the feline leukaemia, VP2 for the panleukopenia, modified S and M for the infectious 
peritonitis, gB and gD for the coryza, capsid for the calicivirosis, env and gag/pro for the feline 
immunodeficiency and G for the rabies. 

2. Vaccine formula according to claim 1, characterized in that it comprises the 
panleukopenia, coryza and calicivirosis valencies. 

3. Vaccine formula according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that it comprises the 
coryza virus gB and gD genes, in the same plasmid or in different plasmids, or only one of these 
genes. 

4. Formula according to claim 1, characterized in that it comprises the feline 
leukaemia virus env and gag genes, in the same plasmid or indifferent plasmids, or the env gene 
alone. 

5. Vaccine formula according to claim 1, characterized in that it comprises the two 
env and gag/pro genes in different plasmids or in the same plasmid, or only one of these genes. 

6. Vaccine formula according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that it comprises the 
M gene or the modified S gene in a plasmid or all the genes encoding M or modified S in the 
same plasmid or in different plasmids. 

7. Vaccine formula according to any one of claims 1 to 6, characterized in that it 
comprises from 10 ng to 1 mg, preferably from 100 ng to 500 |ag, still more preferably from 1 jag 
to 250 |ug of each plasmid. 
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8. Use of one or more plasmids as described in any one of claims 1 to 7, for the 
manufacture of a vaccine intended to vaccinate cats primo-vaccinated by means of a first vaccine 
selected from the group consisting of a live whole vaccine, an inactivated whole vaccine, a 
subunit vaccine, a recombinant vaccine, the first vaccine having the antigen(s) encoded by the 
plasmid(s) or antigen(s) providing cross-protection. 

9. Vaccination kit for cats assembling together a vaccine formula according to any 
one of claims 1 to 8 and a vaccine for cats selected from the group consisting of a live whole 
vaccine, an inactivated whole vaccine, a subunit vaccine, a recombinant vaccine, the first vaccine 
having the antigen encoded by the polynucleotide vaccine or an antigen providing cross- 
protection, for administration of the latter in primo-vaccination and as a booster with the vaccine 
formula. 

10. Vaccine formula according to any one of claims 1 to 8, accompanied by a notice 
indicating that this formula can be used as booster for a first vaccine for cats, selected from the 
group consisting of a live whole vaccine, an inactivated whole vaccine, a subunit vaccine, a 
recombinant vaccine, this first vaccine having the antigen encoded by the polynucleotide vaccine 
or an antigen providing cross-protection. 
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Figure No. 2 
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l AT 3 G AAGGTC C AACGC ACCC AAAACCCTC7 AAAG AT AAG ACTFTCTCO 7GGG ACCT AATG ATT 
L>H«tClu<JlyPiroThrHi«Pre>J.y'»Pt'6Sai;I,y»A»pi,y0>rhcPh«a«cT5;S>A«pLauM«eit« 

64 CrCGTGGGGGTCTTACTAAGACTGGACGTGaGAATGGCCAATCCTAGTCCGCACCAAATATAT 
22 ► LeuValalyV&lt^ufc«uArgfc<mA»pV*iaiyM«tAlaA«nProS«rP*oHi*01nIl«Tyr 

127 aatgtaacttggacaataaccaaccttgtaactggaacaaaggctaatgccacctccatgttg 

43> A«nV*lThrTcpThrIX«ThcA*tit.«uV*ltheolyThrLy»Alt.*»nAl«ThrS«rM«tL«u 

190 ggaaccctgacagacgccttccctaccatgtattttgacttatgtgatataataggaaataca 

5't>oiyThri.«uThrA«pAlaPh«PtoThrM«CTyrPh«A«pI.»yiCy»A«pll«il«ciyA«nT.hr 

253 TGG AAC CCTTCAG ATCAAG AACC ATTCCCAGGGTATGGATGTG ATC AGCCT ATGAGG AGGT G G 
85^tspA»nifr<>3«»A#polnoittPeoPh«PffoaiyTyrOiycy«A»pOin>iroM«t*EjAe?7rp 

316 CaACAGAGAAACACACCCTTTTATGTCTGTCCAGGACATGCCAACCGGAAGCAATGTGGGGGG 
106 ► AcgainArgA«nThrPx6Ph«TytrV)Ucyi PcooiyHl«Al»A«nArgr.y»01nCy»01yOly 

379 CCACAGGATGGGTTCTGGGCTGTATGGGGTTGCGAGAGCACCGGGCAAACCTATTGGAGACCC 
127>ProOi«A«pGlyPJ»*Cy»Al*VmiT»pSiyCyi<3IttTbettlEQXy01«tnxTyrTxrpArgero 

442 ACCTCCTCATGGGACfACATCACAGTAAAAAA^GCWGT^ACTCAGGGAA'tATATCAATGTAGT 
l48>Thes»s3«eTepA»pTysxi«ThsV»lLy»t.y»oiyV*l»hs01nOlyIl«TycOiaCy«a«c 

505 GGAGGTGGTtGGtGTGGGCCCTGTTACGATAAAGCTGTTCACTCCTCGACAACGGGAGCTAGT, 
l69>OiyOlyoiyTrpCy»OiyProcy»TyrA»pI.y«AXmV»lHi»S«*s«sThsThrGlyAl»3«r 

568 GAAGGGGGCCGGTCCAACCCC1TGATCTTGCAA1TTACCCAAAAGGGAAGACAAACATCTTGG 
190^OluOlyOlyAracy«A»j).P=oli«ttH«l.«ttaia»h**hraial.yiOlyAesralaShra«rirp 

631 GATGGACCTAAGTCATGGGGGCTACGAGTATACCGTTCAGGAl'A'EGACCCT AT AGCCCTGTTC 
211>'A«paiyProt 1 yiS«rtrp01.yt,«ttArgl.«ttTysAs9S«*aXyl!yrA»pfroIl«Al«.l.«uPh« 

694 TCGGTATCCCGGCAAGTAATGACCATTACGCCGCCtCAGGCCATGGGACCAAATCTAGTCCTG 
232M«rV»13«rArgainV*lM«eThrIl«TarProPraalnAlaK»taiyProA»nL«uV*lL«u 

757 CCTGATCAAAAACCCCCATCCAGGGAATCTCAAATAGAGTCCCG^GTAACACCTCACCAT'TCC 
253^froA«pOlaJiyfPcofros«rAraoias«*OtaIl«OXuS«rArgV«.lThjrPsroKi»Hi»S«r 

820 C AACGC AACGGAGGCACGGCAGGfGTAACTCOTGTl'AATGCCTCCACTGCCCCTCrACGTACC 
274>QlnGlyA»n01y01ythe?ro01yV«XThel.«uV*lA«oAl*a«eIl«AX*Prot«uAraTar 

883 CCTGTCACCCCCGCAAGTCCCAAACGTAfAGGGAK 

295> ProV*lThc»r«Ai*S«e»roi,yiArgll«OlyThr01yA»aAr9l»«ttIl«A«al.«ttV*iain 

946 aGGACATACGTAGCCTTAAATGCCACCGACCCCAACAAAACTAAAGACTGTTGGCTCTGCCTG 
316>ciyThcTyeL«ttAl*t.«uA»nAl*thrAipProA«al.yiTher.y«A«pcy«Trp£,«ttCyit.«tt 

1009 GTTTCTCGACCACCTTATTACGAAGGGATTGCAATCTfAGGTMCTACAC^AACCAAACAAAC 
337>v*is«rArgProProTycTyr01ttatyri«Al*tl«ti«u01yA«nTyeS«rA«n01nTnrA«n 

1072 CCCTCCCCATCCTGCCTATCTACTCCGCAACATAAGCTAACTATAfCTGAGGTGTCAGGGCAA 
353* ProS«cPxt»s«i:cy«l.»aS«eThrPro<3lnHi*t»y«t.*tttarll*8«i:ai»yals«cGl.y01n 

1135. GGACTGTGCATAGGGACTGTTCCTAAGAGCCACGAGGCTTrGTGCAATAAGACACAACAGGGA 
379> Glyt <l »uCy«H«01ytaeva.lPcoi.y*TheHi»ClnAlal<«ucy*A«nIiyiTRrainOlnOiy 

1 193 CATACAGGGGCTCACTATCTAGCCGCCCCCAATGGCACCTATTGGGCCTGTAACACTGGACTC 
400>'HlaThBOlyAlaHl«'ty*I.«aAiAAl*9EoA«aClyXhsTyrtrpAlaCyiA«atar<Jlyl.ttu 
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4<ii'ThrProcy«il«s«xM«tAlaV*lt«uA«nTrpTheS« l rA»pPb«Cy«v*lL««il«<5iui, # u 

1 1^J GG S CCAGAGT ? ACCTACCATCMCCCGMTACATTTA CACACATTTC^ 
442»Trpp ff oArgV»lThr1fyirKi«(Sla?i r ooittTy»ix,'tyrShrai«>b»A«pt,y*AlaValArg 

1 387 TTCC GAAG AG AACCAATA'TC ACT AACCG7T GCGCTT AT AATGGGAGGACTCACTGT AGGGGGC 
463* Ph«AtgAtr»oiuPcoH«s«sl.«u*hrV*lAl»l.«uil«K«t01yOlyt,«uThrVml01yoly 

1450 ATAGCCGCGGGGGTCGGAACAGGGACTAAAGCCCTCCTTCAAACAGCCCAGTTCACACAACTA 
484> tl»AX*Al(iaiyVal01yTl»rOly , riirl.y»Alii£i«ut.«aOluT»irAl*Cin9h«ArgainL«u 

1513 CAAATGGCTATGCAGGCAGACATCCAGGCCCTAGAAGAGTCAATTAGTGCCTTAGAAAAATCC 
505* ain»«tAlAH«eaisAl*A«p£l*oi,aAX*b«ttOXuaXuS«exi»8««Ai*L«uOXulty«s*e 

IS7S CTGACCTCCCTCTCCGAGGTAGTCfTACAAAATAGACGGGGCCTAGATATTCTGTTCTTACAA- 
526> D«uThr3«i;Leu3«rOluV*lV*XI.«u0XnA«aAc9AraOXy£i«uAapIX<i£,«tiPh»I(«uoXa 

1639 AAGGGAGGGCTCTGTOCCGCCTTAAAGGAAG^TCCTGGTTCTAIPGCAGATCACACCGGACTC 
547 ► ty« aXyOXy aCy»Al «AX*X(««Iiy*OittOl»cy*<:y* Ph«TyrAX a**pai «* iirOXy t»«u 

1702 GltrAGAGACAATATCGCTAAAT^^ 
558* v*XAcstA«pA»nM«tAX*I#y»ti*ttA3rgi3XuAraL»ut<y»OiaArffainaXn£ 1 «ufhaA»p3«c 

1765 CAACAGGGATGGTTrGAAGGATGGTTC^ 
589><5XaaXn<3XyTrpFh«OX«OXy*rpfh«A«aI.y«S«rProtrp»h«TlirTl»*t.«ttXX«S«rS«r 

1528 ATTATAGGCCCCTTACTAATCCl'ACTCCTAATrCTCCTCTTCGGCCCATGCATCCTTAACCGA 
610* Il«Il»alyProIi«uIi«uIX«t<«tit < «tiI(«uJX«L«uL«uPh«alyf roCy»IX»L«uA»nArg 

1391 TTAGTGCAATTCGTAAAAGACAO^^ 
631* t.«uVaXOXnyh«v*lI.y«A«pA»9ll«»«eV*XV«i<JinAi*I.«uIi«l,»ttThrOXi»OXatyr 

19S4 CAACAGATACAGCAATATGATCCGGACCGACCATGA 
552>aXnQXnlX«QXnQXRTyrAtpPreA*pAr«Pro« * * 
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l ATGTCTGGAGCCTCTAGTGGGACAGCCATTGGGGCTCATCTGTTTGGGGTCTCACCTGMTAC 
l>M«tS«?0}.yAlaS«rS«ir0iyThtAi*i;i*CSlyAl.*Hi»t.euPh8ClyVaX3etfi:ooiuTyc 

64 A33GTGTTGATCGGAGACGAGGGAGCCGGACCCTCAAGGTCTCTTTCTGAGGTTTCATTTTCG 
2:>ArgValI,«uH«alyA Sp ciu01yAlaolyProS«cA.cgS«rL«uS«r01uVals«rPh«Ser 

127 GTTTGGTACCAAAGACGCGCGGCACGTCTTGTCATTri^TCTCTGGTTGCGTCTTTTCTTGTC 
43>VaX7rpTyrGXnArgArgAlaAlaArgl^V»lll.ph»cyiLauVaiAX*S«rPhaLauVal 

190 CCTTGTCTAACCTTrrTAATTGCAGAAACCGTCATGGGCCAAACTATAACTACCCCCTTAAGC 
64>Procy«l,««*hel?li*l.«uXl«AlaoiuThsrVt > iM«Oly«laShrSl*'l!hrThxrProt.*«s«r 

2S3 CTCACCCTTGATCACTGGTCTGAAGTCCGGGCACGAGCCCATAATCAAGGTGTCGAGGTCCGG 
35>t,«uThrL«uA«pHi«TrpS«t01uV*lAr 9 Xl»AeaAi»Hi«A.a<SXnClyv«10XuV«lAe g 

US AAAAAGAAATGGATTACCTT ATGTGAGGCCGAATGGG? GATGATGAATGTGGGCTGGCCCCGA 
1„6> I.y«I«y«Ly»TepIlaThrt«uCy«aluAl*oluTei5>VaiM«CM«eA«nValGlyTrpProAirg 

1 GAAG GAACf TTTTCTCTTGATAGCATTTCCCAGGTTGAAAAGAAGAfCTTCGCCCCGGGACCA 
i27><JiuoiyThrPh«s«*t,«uA»p3aeiX«SarainVaXOXuLy«i>y«liaPhaAXaPeoQXyPro 

442 TATGGACACCCCGACCAAGTTCCTTACATTACTACATCGAGATCCTTAGCCACAGACCGCCCt 
148»TyrOiyKi»ffroA«pOinV*XProTyrlX«ThrthrTrpArgSart,a-uAXal , hrA«pProPro 

50S TCGTGGGTTCOTCGGI^CCTACCCCCTCCCAAACCTCCCACACCCCTCCCTCAACCTC'n'TCG 
X69»S«rTrpValArgProPhai,«uProProProl 4 yaProProTheProl.«uProOlnProI.auSae 

568 CCGCAGCCCTCCCKXCCTCTTAOT 

t90» ProoXnProSarAlaPsol.»u«hrSasSarl.a«SyrProValI,«uProtiy«»roA«pProPro 

S3 1 AAACCGCCTGTGTTACCGCCTGATCC1TCTTCCCCTTTAATTGATCTCTTAACAGAAGAGCCA 
2U>Ly»ProProV*XLauPeoP*oAapP*oaaeS«rP*ot.aulX»A»pL«u&attthrOtuOXuP«o 

694 CCTCCCTATCCGGGG^TGACGGGCCACCGCCATCAGGTCCTAGGACCCCAACCGC'tTCCCCG 
232>ProPsoTysPeoaiyoXyHi«oXyprqpeoP 1 ro»«BaiyPeoAr«tlx*»*oT»rAl*8«rPifo 

757 ATTGCAAGCCGGCTAAtMGAACGACGAGAAMGCCTGCTGAAGAATCGCAAGCCCTCCCCTTG 
<553»HaAl«3ajrA*Bi,««Aj:oOittAeaArgaXuA«nSroAlaoiuaias«r«laAlai.attP»oL«u 

820 AGGGAAGG^CCCAACAACCGACC^^^ 

274»ArgOluOiyProA«nA«nAr»ProOXaTyrtrpProPh«aaeAlaS«rAapt.atttyrA«nTirp 

333 AAGTCGCATAACCCCCCTTTCTCCCMGATCCAGTGGCCCTAACTAACCTAATTGAGTCCATT 
295*' t»y»S««Ht»A«nPxoProPJiaaac<SXaA«pPeoVaXAXac,«uTl»rA«ot.attHaOXttS«j:IXa 

946 TTAGTGACGCATCAACCAACCTGGGACGACTGCCAGCAGCTCTTGCAGGCACTCCTGACAGGC 
3l6*L*uV«XThssiiiainPir<»fhsTirpA«pA«pCy*GXtt01ali«uL«uOXaAi*i,attl,««Throiy 

1009 G AAG AAAGGCAAAGGGTCCTTCTTGAGGCCCGAAAGCAGGTTCCAGGCGAGGACGGACGCCCA 
337»Glu<3XuArgoinArgV*lt«aL«uaXuAiaA«rgi,yi€HnVaXP!to<SXyaiuA«pOXyAx«Pro 

1072 ACCCAACTACCCAATCTCATTGACGAGACTTTCCCCTTGACCCGTCCCAACrGGGATTTTGCT 
353'ThrOlni,auPiroA«aV*XIl«AapCXuThrPh«pjroi,« a thrArgPraA«nTrpA*pPh«AXa 

U35 ACGCCGGCAGGtAGGGAGCACCTACGCCTTTATGGCCAGTTGCTATTAGCGGGTCTCCGCGGG 
375>ThrPcoAXaCXyArgOXuHi»LauArgI,«uTyrArgOXiil,«uI,am.«ttAXaoXyI,«uArgOXy 

Figure No. 5 
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1 11$ GCTOCAAGACGCCCCACTAATTTGGGACAGGTAAAGCACGTTGTACAAGGOAAAGAGGAAACG 

1261 CC AGC AGCATTTTTAGAMCATTAAMGAGGCTT ATAGAATGTAC ACTCCCTATGACCCTGAG 
421' Ps«A.laAl&Ph«L«u01uXjrgL«u£,y<SluAlaTyrA.jrg«oeTyrThrfroiryrA«pi'roGlu 

1324 GACCCAGGGCAAGCGGCTAGTGTTATCCTATCCTTTATATACCAGTCTAGCCCAGATATAAGA 
442*' A»pero0lyainAl*Al«.3«cVatIl«li«ttS*Eph«tl«*yr0ii»S«sS*sPeoA»p£l«Ar3 

1 337 AATAAGTTAC AAAGGCTAGAAaGCCTACAAGGGTTCACCCTATCTGA'r CTCCTAAAAGAGGCA 
A«nI,y«t«u«lnArg£i*u01tt«lyt.«(i01aOiy?h«ThrI»«uS«rA»s»t.«uI.«tt£.y»01«Al* 

1450 GAAAAGATATACAACAAAAGG<3AGACCCCAGAGGAAAGGGAAGAAAGATTATGGCAGCGACAG 
484>otutysIl«TycA«nl.y»ArgalttTlir?r<>OXuoiuAr301uOL»Argli»i»T*jaln».ir9Qln 

1513 GAAGAAAGAGATAAAAAGCGCCACAAGGAGATGACTAAAGTTCTGGCCACAGTAGTTGCTCAG 
505>'GlualuAcgAipIiy«LyaAi;gHiil-yiOluM«ethrl t y«V«.lI J «uAl*ThcV»iValAl«.aln 

1576 aatagagai-aaggatagagaagaaagtaaactgggggatcaaaggaaaatacctgtggggaaa 

526> A»nAr«A«pl.y«A«pArgOlu01uS«rt.yiI.«tt0iyA»palnArgI,y»ri«Prot.»uOlyl.y» 

1S39 GACCAGTGTGCCTATTGCAAGGAAAAGGGGCAT'TGGGCTCGCGACTGCCGGAAACGACCCAGG 
547»A«pOlncy«Al«.TyrCy«Ly«aiuLytOly«l»TrpVaiAe9A»pCyi»roI.y»Atg»roAea 

1702 AAGAAACCCGCCAACTCCACTCTCCTCAACtTAGGAGATTAQGAGAGTCAGGGCCAGGACCCC 
S68> Ly*&y«?eoAX4iAanS«rTbrL*uI.«ttAKat<«aOXyA*p< • • 

l>01uXX«ArsArgValArgAXaAroThrPi: 

1755 CCCCCCTGAGCCCAGGATAACCTTAAAAATAGGGaGGCAACCGGTGACTTrTCtGGTGGAC 
10>'oProProOluProAjr9ll*T^El J *uliyiIX«OlyOlyOla»rov*lthr?h*I*»ttViilA*p*tv 

132$ GGGAGCCCAGCACTCAGTACTGACTCGACCAGATGCACCTCTCAGTGACCGCACAGCCCTGGT 
>i^r<3lyAl*OlnKi«S«*V*XI.«ttTheA!e9?roA«paiyf roIi«u3«*A»pArgHjrAl*t«ttV* 

1891 GCAAGGAGCCACGGGAAGCAAAAACTACCGGTGGACCACCGACAGGAGGGTACAACTGGCAAC 
52 ► lcxnaiyAi»ttsroXys«ci.yiA»ntyrAssTepTh«TJirA»pArgArffVaXOXnt,«ittAX*Th 

1954 CGGTMGGTGACTCATTCTTTTrTATATGTACCTGAATGTCCCTACCCCr'rATTAGGGAGAGA 

73>rCiyivy«V4UThirKi»s»ei?h«t«tt£y^ 
20 17 CCTATTAACTAAACTTAAGGCCCAAATCCATTTTACCGGAGAAGGGGCTAATGTTGTTGGGCC 
94>pl,«ut«uThrr.y*t.«ttX»y»AX*OXnIl*ai«9h*ThrOXyaittCXyAX*AiRValV»i01y?t 
2080 CAGGGGTTTACCCCTACAAGTCCTrTACTTTACAATTAGAAGAGGAGTATCGGCTATTTGAGCC 

115> oAr^<!lyt.«u?3roIi»uGtnVaXt.auThE£<«uCXtiI<*!vOXuOXviSXuTyisAxsI.»uPh*Q lttPr 
2 143 AGAAAGTACACAAAAACAGGAGATCGACACTTGGCTTAAAAACTTTCC.CCAGGCGTGGGCAGA 

13S> oOiaS»cThirOlin,l.y*alnaXuM*t;AitpThi;Trpl*«ui.y«A«nPhePro01nAl*TcpAia<SS. 

Figure No. 5 (middle part) 
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2206 AAC AGG AGGTATGGGAATGCCTC ATTOTC AAGCCCCCGTTCTCATTC AAC'CTAAGGCTACTGC 
l57>«fh3:GlyciyMeCOiyM«tAla,aiaCy»aioAla?roValt,*uIl«Oin,li(iuLyiiAlaThrAl 
22S9 CACTCCAATCTCCATCCGACAGTATCCTATGCCCCATGAAGCGTACCAGGGAATTAAGCCTCA 

2332 TATAAG AAGAATGCTAGATCAAGGCATCCTCAAGCCCTGCCAGTCCCCATGGAATACACCCTT 
i99> «H8ArgArgM»cii«uA«pOtn01yI3.«t.«m,y«PeoCy»einS«rPi:oTrpA»aThrPi:ol,e 

2 395 ATFACCtCTTAAGAAGCCAGGGACCGAGGATTAC AGACCAGTGCAGGACTf AAGAGAAGTAAA 
220>uL«uPsov*li.y«I.y«»r<9Sly , tJjtaiu,A«pTyrA»gpKoV*101iiA»pli*uAsgaiuV4lA» 

2458 CAAAAGAGTAGAAGACAfC»TCCtACTGTGCCAAATCCATATAACCTCCTTAGCACCCTCCC 
241^nl 4 y»AxgVal01«A«pIl«Kl»I'BoTlxsV*l?ro*«nProTyrA«nl.«ut.««S«rthrI.«ttPr 

2521 GCCGTCTCACCCTTGGTACACTGTCCTAGATTTAAAGGACGCTirrnTCTGCCTGCGACTACA ' 
262>oPros«jrHi*?Eo < rrpTysTh.cV*ll.«uA«pl.«ul.y«A»pAi*Ph«Ph«Cy«ti«uArgi.»ttKl 

2584 CTCTGAGAGTCAGTTACTTTrTGCAT^ 

283> •3«ealttS«rolnl 1 «uti«ttJ'h«AX*»b*olu*rpARgA«pf eo01uli«alyl.«ttS*e01yol 
2547 ACT AAC CTGG ACACGC CTTCCTCAGGGGtrCAAG AAT AGCCCC ACCCTATTTGATGAGGCCCT 

304>nl.»aThrTrpTHrArgli«uFroaXoaiyPh«Iiy«A»aa«e»roThrii«u»h«A«pai.ttAl»l.« 

2710 GCACTCAGACCTGGCCGATn'CAGGGTMGG^ 
325>uHt«3«rA«pI.««Al«A»p»h«ArffV*lArgTyir?EoAl*l.«ttV*lI.«ttIi«tt01aTyrV*XA« 

2773 TGACCTCTTGCTGGCrGCGGC^^ 
346>pA«pl.«uL«ul.«uAl*Al*Al«T»sArgTheOtuCy«£.«uomoiyThrI,y«Alali«m.«ttai 

233S GACmG^CAATAAGGGGTACCGAGCCW 
367 >u?hrLeuGlyA«nLy«aiyTyrArgAl*S« rely t,yiLy«AlaainIl«Cy«L«uain<JluV* 

2399 CACATACCTGGGGTACTCTTTAAAAGATGGCCAAAGGTGGCTTACCAAAGCTCGGAAAGAAGC 
388^ iThrTyrl,«»GiyTyrs«rI»«ui.y«A»polyolnArs < r!:pI.«ttThrtiy«AJ,aArst»y»ai*Ai 

2 962 CATCCTATCCATCCCTGTGCCTAAAAACCCACGACAAGTGAGAGAGTTCCTTGGAACTGCAG 
409> aii8L«uS«irH«l?roVall?roiiy«A«nProArgrOlnVa.iAr3GluPhei.««csiyThrAXa 
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Figure No. 7 
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Figure No. 8 
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Figure No. 9 
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Figure No. 11 
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Figure No. 12 



WO 98/03660 



PCT/FR97/01315 



16/19 




Figure No. 13 
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Figure No. 14 
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Figure No. 15 
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Figure No. 16 



